A THIRD 


: : BETWEEN, - - 
Simeon aad Levi, 
| About Aboliſhing the 
PENAL LAWS and TESTS: 
* With the Senſe of the Metropolitan Pro- 
feſſors of this Age, concerning them. 


—— 


Matt. 11. 16. But whereinto ſhall T liken this Generatian?---— 


Prov. 17, 16. Wherefore is there @ Price put PR the Hand 
of a Fool, to get wiſdom, ſeeing he hath no Heart tot? 


—— 


Tatth Allowance? 


Rother Simeon, ( my old Friend and 
Companion _) Tam glad to fre you aguins 
What ſhall we Divert our ſelves with 
for half an Hour 2 

Sim. I think proſecuting the former Diſcourſe will 

be the beſt Paſs-time this Solitary Place can afford us 5 

— You were ſpeaking how 'aukward ſome of Us 

ſcem to be in complying with the Great ( and tru- 

ly no ſmall number of well Principeld Men think 
B Good) 


Levi. 


TY 
Good) Deſign on Foot, of removing all thoſe unhap- 
py Obſtacles that lye in the way, 10 make this Na- 


tion ( long harraſled with Perſecution ) compleatly - 


happy in an Univerſal and Secured Liberty. 

Levi. I was ſo, for the reaſon then aſſigned; Becauſe, 
we car do well enongh, ( being Maſters of more Tricks 
than the Spaniſh Artiſt has in his Budget ) to evade 
whe fury of any perſecuting Laws, let them return when 

' they will. Indeed were we of ſuch Squeamiſh Stomachs 
( as the other SeFaries ) that conld not pop down un- 
der the Stage, and diſpenſe wholly with our work, when 
it cannot be manag d without Danger : Or that coxld 
mot ſwallow a Gim-crack Ceremony or two, ( how- 
ever again? the Light of our Underſtanding } we might 


(with them) havereaſon to ſear the rebound of another 


Tributation. —Bxt ſince we are hardier Bred and can 
digeit ſach things ( and an hundred others ) without 
diſordering our outward Min, as you have made tryal 
| of the one, and 1 am ſo throughly vers'd in the other, 
that if the King's Indulgence ſhould be called in to mor- 
row, we meed mot be at a Non-plus what to do. And 
therefore we knowing th: worſt of it , ( which cannot 
be over bad to Mn of our Kidney's ) if the Teſts be 
continued: ( 4s for the Penal Laws we have not 
auch 10 ſay ) hy ſhould we le for Abrogating 
thems We know. where we are Now 3 but they being 
once gone, we may chance to be in the Sudds : +-- That 
is to ſay, our much Honcnr'd Neighbours of the Church 
of England, and We their Coutin Germans may have 
orr Glory much Ecclipſed. | 

$im, In what reſpec? 

Levi. hy, it plain!y follows —If all His MojeSti » 
' Subje&s (according to His Pions Intentioa ) once {Hand 
up9n equal Ground, thin none of us gan be above the 


reſt; which ents us to the Soul as oft as we think upon 


it. 
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it. What) mnt pitiful Quakers, Anabaptiſts, Inde« 
pendants, ( Cum czteris paribus) have equal ſhare of 
Liberty with ſuch Stars of the firit Mugritude as We? 
Nay, 'tis much to be ſcared, becauſe of a ſilly thing cal- 

led Honeſty, they will be preferred before us. 
$im. But pray, what do our Fraternity ſay of the 

Teſts for I go little abroad to hear News? 
Levi. 4h ! very much Teſſure you: But in repeating 
their Learned Arguments, I would not be thought to 


ſpeak my own Sentiments, (for they are private to my 


ſelf) I wonld have you intimate as much, if our Diſ* 
conrſe jhould become Publick; | 

Sim. If there be any body behind the Hedge, pray 
take notice that my Brother is about to rehearſe the 
Opinion of ſome of our great Dons, concerning 
the much Admired and moſt Celebrated Teſts; what 
his own Judgment is, he defires- may. be Concealed 
from the World, tl] he ſees how times go: Now, 
you may ſafely proceed. | 

Levi. Well then Perſonating others not unknown tg 
Us, 1 will tell you in the firit Perſon the Sence of 4- 
bundance of Learned Folk of theſe pretty Nick: Nack . 
Tefts, that make ſuch a great Noiſe in our Hemiſphere, 
and I do not queStion but greatly to Oblige you, and 
( if it cometo further Light) the whole VYorld, iz xip- 
ping oper the Magnificent Fardal of Debates, among 
ſeveral Nlnſtrious Cabals about this Aﬀair. I will be- 
gin with the (it may be yet unknown Notion) of « 
young. Reverend Upſtart of our Order, in Conference 
with a groſs Schiſmatick, who trongly urged the' Abs* 


. liſhing the Teſts, 2s prejudicial to the Peace and well- 


fare of the Nation. Ah !bat ſays this Padlock of Divini- 
ty, they are the Ancient Land-Marks, and therefure 
the Curſe of God will follow the removal of them. 

| Sim. Nay they-are not ſo ancient, but you and 1 


_ could —before they were born - Levi. 


[4] 

Levi.Y ou dis{turb me with your twatling—— ; The 
Emphaſ;s does not liein theW ord 4zczent, but that they 
are,.Land-AMarks,that is (as he gravely obſerv'd ) they 
dire to, and ſecure the great 'Tribes of 7ſrael. in the 
Poſſeſſion of their own Inheritance; The Tribe of Gad, 
the Tribe of Nep#hal, and the Tribe of Many- Aſſes too 5 
Only the poor Tribe of Jadah is exempted ( and 
wholly ſhut out ) from any' Part or Portion. amang 
thera, Becaufe the Royal-Lyoz appertains to it. And is 
nar «this a clinching argument, the force-of which is 
thus: If thefe Tefts { efpecially the: Parliamentary ogg) 
be taken*away - This fame outcaſt Tribe.of Judab &f 
come in for a ſnack of the common Priviledges of Man- 
kind, (which our good Nature, and ſome others Cha- 
rity can by no means admit of.) And this fad Truth is 
eafily demonſtrable, fer upon the-bare Hypotheſis that 
theſe Pillars of our Glory are tottering. Some of this 
Tribe (as is generally behieved) were ſo preſumptuous 
to warm their Beds the laſt Winter; And others of them 
(as I ameredibly inform'd) begin to cat as fat Capory as 
ever were ſent you and | in the dazs of our Priſtin 
Grandeur. —© | < 

Sim. 7 profeſs I do not know why they ſhould not, if 
they bave Mony to pay for them. | 

Levi. Whail are you turning SeFary too? Nay then 
throw up all, I tel] you this is the ſtrongeſt argumznt 
the Teft-Morgers have, ex rebus Conſequentibus. For it is 
not.fſo much why:they SH9ULD not,as it is reſolved by 
the Parliamentary TEST, that they SHALL not, Thoſe 
that. will not renounce or forſwear their Th;be (contra- 
Ty to all Reaſon:Law ar Seripture,). are forever de- 
bar'd. having any. Portionin David,-or any Inheritance 
n the Son of Jefe. Thatisto far, they ſhall never ferve 
their KING or their Coinitry, however capable they 
may be of it, or well inclin'do tt: And ſo conſequent- 
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ly excluded from all Benefirs; Advantages, Profi s, 
Honours, meritorioully reſulring from ſuch Services. 
And if we once let go the reafonablenefs of this Point 
(notwithſtanding the horrid unreatonableneſs of it ) 
the weighty Bulk of the Tz will be blown up in the 
Air. And then goodaight our 74o/zz'd Security. But it 
1s time, F go on-- Embelliſhing the Teſts accordingly, 
to the Sutfrage of the Orthodox: The Tefts then, Sirs, 
they are the Epitomeof the tuo Teſtaments, the Law 
and Goſpel Cor <6lſe they are miſerably blind that ſtand 
fo (1: tor them ) for whoever telieves not in them 
with all bis He:rt, with all his Mind, and complies not 
with them, wolens ex Animo. 1s a Brauded Heretick 
to that new faſhioned way of fecuring the Worſhip of 
Godby fetting - /khipping TOM to gnard the Door, 
and 1s declar'd an 4/;er tothar Friendly Scciety, who 
proclaim open Wars againſt. all ſoits of Mza but thofe 
of their own gang. But to go on with theſe. pretious 
Teſts, they are the Antitype of the lifted np Brazen Ser- 
_ pent inthe Wilderneſs, and they have the ſame virtue 
too, for whoever is ſtung with the Fear and Diead of 
Popery, let him but caſt anezeon theſe high Elevated 
Teſts, and he will Immediately be cured of his wound, 
They are( as I may ſay) the Goſpel Ark, in which all 
our joys, our hopes, our expectations are laid up, and 
ifthey (ould be taken away, ICHAZOD, ICHABODz 
the Glory is departed from our '1frae!. Nay, there 
feemsto beinthem a ful} Completion of the Prephecy 
of the laſt days, --That the Toung- Men ſhall ſee Viſions, 
and the Old: Men ſhall dream Dreams. Our Parliament 
1n Queen Flizabeths, King James's, King Charles's the 
Firſt's time, were verily in the dark, and had not the 
erue Light revealed to them, about effeCtual ſecuring 
the Proteſtant Religion, till a little old Prophet, in 
King Eharles the Seconds Reign, was raiſed up by In- 
| ſpirztion, 


[6 ] 
piration, and Bzg-Bel/zed with this moſt admirable and 
none-ſuch Expedient of the Tef#. For beſides the won- 
derful contrivance of it, thereis an hidden My tical 
Vertue eſſentially and peculiarly propzr to ir; for who- 
ever embrace ir, and put their whole truſt and con- 


fidence in it, (as we do) may deſmiſs{(as very uſeleſs) a 


thing called Faith in God. What need a Man be at the 
pains to look up to Heaven for help, when he has ſuch 
a Tutelar Angel on Earth, (as this ſame Teſ?,) ready 
at hand upon the leaſt appearance of Danger, to ſecure 
him. Oh! the Divine exp'ration of this TEST, 
how? for is it beyond the underſtanding of the Ple- 
hean fort? We the believers in it, and Dependers upon 
it, may walk as ſafely by ſenſe, as ever Paxl or any of 
his Adherents did heretofore by Faith. And- therefore 
ſhall we be ſo mad to part with it, tolet our Dgoz go ? 
--[ tell you 'ris reſolved by the C/:ſſzs (in Conjundi- 
on with the higher Scars.) that they will pawn their 
Souls, leaſe out their Conſciences, Shipwrack their 
Honeſty, (which has been very leaky theſe forty years) 
before the Teft ſhall fall a Sacrifice to thePuny Se@ariesy 
They'| raile a thovland lies to allay the Magick of $*, 
Denris's Charms, T! cyl wheedlz in with the Siſters 
to perſuade ttFeir Husbands not to. meddle.with the 
Do@Fors Pills, For fear of a poyſ»nous Doſe, --The 
Profberity,an:1 Flouriſhing of this Nation, the Favor 
and Countcnance of the molt Glorious Monatch on 
Earth, the ſecuring to after ages, our preſent moſt hap- 
py and bleed Liberty, is » finall thing with them in 
compariſ.izn of rhe Tej?, Let the Nation be ruined, let 
the King be never ſo much: difpleaſed, let the under- 
li.g-Ditſ-mers be again plurtarcd and impriſoned, 
and banded up and down as Termis-Balls, In a word, 
let the Conſequence be what it will, they fav, they 
d n'tcare;, ſv that they can but keep up the Crarderr, 
and magnificence of the Teſs. 

$4. But this 1s-very harde Levt. 


AY 


| 
| 


LF 

Levi. Pray don't talk of hardneſs as long as weare 
Safe, what need we care for any body elſe? --Tou know 
we were always for our ſelves. © 

Sim. Ay, bat 'tis the opinion of moſt Wiſe Men, if 
the Penal Laws and Teſts be not taken off, Perſecn- 
tion Will 10 time return greater and more violent than 
ever. 

Levi. I am cſhamed to hear how weak you Argne. 
Have not you a Lodging-place in the Wilderneſs to re- 
tire to, if occaſion be ? 

Sim. Yes | have. 

Levi. Very good, and I have a Key to a Pew in the 
publick Temple(when time ſerves) and then as long as we 
can (when any change comes) adviſe our People, (with- 
out detriment to our well manag'd Conſtiences) to re- 
pair every one to his Pariſh Church i» God's Peace and 
#he Kings. And either go with them our ſelves, as | did, 
or rut away ſrom them as You did. What need we 
fear Perſecution. —- And fo even let the Telt Stand. 


Advertiſement. 


=! IS Majeſty having been pleaſed by his Gracious Declara- 
. tion, 30 manifeſt His Reyal Intention of calling a Par- 
liament in November next, to perpetuate cur preſent Bleſſed 
Liberty : Theſe are to give Netice, for the Glory of God, the 
Service of the King, and the good of the Land, there will come 
out every Week a Sheet called the Teſt Japer, YVherem it 
will be made plainly Evident by Reaſon, Law, and Scripture, 
that the Parhamentary Teſt is an Unrighteous Editt, and there- 
fore no well Principled or Honeſt deſigning Man in the whole Na- 
tion can poſſibly be fer the Continuance of it. All the Church- 
mens Objeftions will be ſuly Anſwered, and every Man that 
is not Byaſſed by Intereſt cr Prejudice ill be clearly ſatisfied, 
---This Land can never be in quiet, till this Achan be taken out 
of the way. It will come out every VVedneſday Morning. 


—_—_ 
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